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that this [individual] was a male, Und the
affection for him increased daily, so that he could not
allow him to be a moment absent from his sight.

One day, in the midst of a drinking feat, the young
merchant began to weep. On seeing it, the khwdja
comforted her, and began to wipe away his tears with
his handkerchief, and asked him the cause of his
weeping. He answered, " 0, father, what shall I say ?
would to God that I had never attained access to your
presence, and that your worship had never shown me
that kindness which you are shewing, I am now
distressed between two difficulties; I have no heart
to be separated from your presence, nor is there a
possibility of my staying here. Now, it is necessary
for me to go; but in separating from you, I do not
perceive hopes of life."

On hearing these words, the khwaja involuntarily
wept  so loudly,  that  he  was  nearly  choked,  and
exclaimed, "0, light of my eyes ! are you so soon tired
of your old friend, that you think of going away and
leaving him in such affliction ? banish from your heart
the idea of departing; as long as I have to live, remain
here; I shall not live a day in your absence, and must
[in such case] die before my appointed hour.    The
climate of this kingdom of Persia is very fine and
congenial [to your health], you had best despatch a
confidential servant, and send for your parents and
property here; I will furnish whatever equipages and
conveyances you require; when your parents and all
their household come  here,  you  can  pursue your
commercial concerns at your ease.    I also have in my
life gone through many hardships, and have wandered